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Ackerman and students to meet on
reform plans
By MENSAH M. DEAN

Philadelphia Daily News
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TROUBLED BY a reform plan that calls for shutting failing
public schools and reopening them under new

management, Philadelphia high-school students will air L
their concerns today during a 4:30 p.m. meeting with Lof2 o HEAD | L €) & 4 e
schools Superintendent Arlene Ackerman. View images :‘ggﬁ:& « March 1st 4.05pm
) ) ) READER FEEDBACK s . ' 5
The students, members of the Philadelphia Student Union Advertise Here
activist group, yesterday afternoon protested Ackerman's O postacomment
five-year, $50 million "Imagine 2014" plan.
SAVE AND SHARE

Standing on the steps of the district's North Broad Street . \ . ’—‘
headquarters, the students said that they oppose reform Buzz this story. Today's Most Viewed ‘ Most Emailed
models that would allow charter schools or other outside Goodell's goodwil
management organizations to run schools. 2
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A reform effort in Chicago Public Schools which does this Six free agents the Eagles should court

has resulted in lower-income students being pushed out of
their schools, said the students, who mocked that plan in a RATING THE FREE AGENTS

skit. On the Side: Best Philly sandwiches since sliced
chain bread

Any reforms that are used, they said, should first be approved by school communities.

"It's Not A Choice If We Have No Voice," read a sign held by a male student who sported a thick strip of tape over his

mouth. » More Most Viewed
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"Thi it's innovation, w it" r ion," chan h nts, who represen | nine high schools. .
ey say it's innovation, we say it's segregation,” chanted the students, who represented at least nine high schools priests who dare to teach and enforce

"It's 55 years later after Brown v. the Board of Education, so now they're not trying to segregate schools by race, On the Side: Best Philly sandwiches since sliced
they're trying to segregate schools by money, by social standard, by how much money you pull down," said Khalif chain bread

Dobson, 16, an 11th grader from West Philadelphia High. Police officer wounded, gunman killed in shootout
Charelle Reed, a 12th grader from Overbrook High, praised plans to boost the number of counselors and put Student Pa.'s 'no-frills' college plan intrigues many
Success Centers, which help students apply to college, in each high school, but she said that turning to charter A safety net for fish

schools is not the answer.

» More Most Emailed

"There are some real equity issues when it comes to charter schools," she said. "Charters have been known to push
out English-language-learning students, special-needs students, along with poor students."

Since Ackerman announced details of her plan last week, students and education advocates have buzzed about which MOST VIEWED IN THIS SECTION

schools would be targeted for reform and what reform models would be used. . .
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A question-and-answer sheet released by the district yesterday indicates that it will begin to select a pool of qualified chased the shooter
school operators in the spring. Cops say beauty queen passed bogus $50s

Tomas Hanna, the district's chief of school operations, said that the reform plan is “not about shipping kids out, it's not Wrestler falls' on hard times, arrested

about lotteries. It's about making their local neighborhood school the best possible school it can be." Shoot-out leaves gunman dead, cop wounded
. . . i ) » . Family of man shot 18 times by police fights on
He said that among reform plans being studied are those in Chicago, Boston and Los Angeles. In addition, he said, despite setback
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successful district schools could also be used as reform models. LATEST STORIES IN THIS SECTION
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Posted by aliveandwell 10:03 AM, 02/26/2009

Why isn't Ackerman meeting with teachers about her reform plans? That would be a no-brainer.
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Aliveandwell...that would make too much sense. | think all the teachers should go to her open forum
when she has it that is meant for students and their parents...and blast her with questions. If the teacher's union could
organize that, it would be amazing. But it doesn't seem like the union has the teacher's best interest in mind all the time.

Posted by Time4AChange 10:47 PM, 02/26/2009
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All the time? Most of the time the PFT are too busy making excuses as to why they can't do anything
for the teachers. They are going the way of the Chicago teachers union, that is why Arne Duncan was able to shut down so
many schools out there. Just wait till Ackerman and her minions get done with Philly.
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